
AP Language Summer Assignment 2021-2022

Part 1: Summer Reading Book Chat
Choose ONE book from the following list and attend a book chat over the summer. (If you’d like to get
in the AP Lang mindset, I highly recommend Into the Wild.)

Books on the 11th grade reading list:
● Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer*
● When I was A Puerto Rican by Esmeralda Santiago*
● Highly Illogical Behavior by John Corey Whaley*
● Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer*
● Paper Towns by John Green*
● All American Boys by Jason Reynolds, Brendan Kiely*
● The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway*
● Persepolis Marjane Satpari*
● See No Color Shannon Gibbey (SORA)
● Girl on the Line Jennie Liu (SORA)

*a limited number of copies are available in the media center

Attend a book discussion either virtually or in the media center from 11-12 on one of the following
dates:

● June 24
● July 22
● July 28

Part 2: Podcast
AP Lang focuses on nonfiction and persuasive writing. This class is different from most English
classes you have taken before; it will ask you to analyze writing, develop sound reasoning and
argumentation, as well as, examine the power of language. Transitioning from reading mostly fiction
to nonfiction can be rough for some students, as many stereotype nonfiction writing as “boring.”
Keeping this in mind, this summer my hope is to challenge that assumption by providing you an
opportunity to listen to an example of high interest nonfiction writing: the podcast. As you may already
know, anyone can make a podcast, and as you’ll see if you do some research, some are better than
others. The podcast we will listen to Serial, season 1 is by far one of the best podcasts and has been
consistently rated #1 on iTunes and independent lists.

About Serial
Serial is a podcast from the creators of This American Life, hosted by Sarah Koenig. Serial tells one
story—a true story—over the course of a season. This is an ongoing case, possibly leading to
another trial. The podcast covers the true story about Hae Min Lee, a popular high-school senior, who
disappears after school one day. Six weeks later, detectives arrest her classmate and ex-boyfriend,
Adnan Syed, for her murder. He was sentenced to life in prison without hard evidence.



“Serial is an investigative journalism podcast hosted by Sarah Koenig, narrating a nonfiction story
over multiple episodes. The series was co-created and is co-produced by Koenig and Julie Snyder
and developed by This American Life. Episodes vary in length. Serial ranked number one on iTunes
even before its debut and remained there for several weeks. Serial won a Peabody Award in April
2015 for its innovative telling of a long-form nonfiction story” (Sarah Larson, The New Yorker).

Disclaimer
As a true crime story, this podcast may contain information that some may find disturbing. If you feel it
might be a problem for you, please reach out to Mrs. Laufer before the end of the school year
(5/25/2021). This class draws its scope and sequence from the College Board’s course and exam
description and as a college level class, will deal with mature content. Please be assured we will
always discuss such content in an equally mature fashion and all texts are chosen based on their
merit and alignment with the course objectives.

How to Access the Podcast
A podcast is essentially a radio show that you can get on the internet, so you can listen any time you
want. You have two options: You can listen to a podcast through a website (this is called streaming).
Or, you can download a podcast, which means you're saving it on your phone, or tablet, or computer,
and you can listen to it anytime, even without an internet connection.

● To stream go to https://serialpodcast.org/season-one and click the play button.
● To download, you will have to use the Podcasts app (iPhones or iPads), for Androids, use the

Google Play app.

The Assignment
Listen to each episode of Season 1 of Serial. As you listen to the episode, complete the reflection log
linked here: Serial reflection log. To be clear: you will need a total of 12 logs to turn in (via Canvas) on
Monday August 16. We will have a Socratic Seminar to discuss Adnan’s guilt or innocence on Friday,
August 20, so do not put this assignment off until the last minute.

Note that there are twelve episodes that range
from 30-60 min each. You might want to
consider creating a listening schedule* for
yourself such as:

Episode 1: June 14
Episode 2: June 17
Episode 3: June 21
Episode 4: June 24
Episode 5: June 28
Episode 6: July 1
Episode 7: July 5
Episode 8: July 8
Episode 9: July 12
Episode 10: July 15
Episode 11: July 19
Episode 12: July 22

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-english-language-and-composition/course
https://serialpodcast.org/season-one
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NdcM_uZKns5rHFZ06HxH-Vrro98CNSIij1iXbBjqIkA/edit?usp=sharing


*This is just a suggestion. Feel free to split the work up in a way that works for you, but it will be a
significant amount of time.

Please be aware that we will be using Serial as an anchor text in class throughout the first
nine weeks, so it is imperative that you complete this assignment.

If you have questions about your summer assignment contact me via

➔ Remind: @LauferAP22
➔ Instagram: @LangLadyLaufer
➔ Email: terrie.laufer@ocps.net (I will check periodically over the summer, but

Remind or Instagram will probably be a quicker response time.)

mailto:terrie.laufer@ocps.net

